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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Centre (IBioIC) 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Centre (IBioIC) welcomes the proposed approach 
for a green recovery in Scotland. IBioIC activity aligns with the principles of sustainable 
development, particularly around ‘living within environmental limits’; ‘achieving a sustainable 
economy’; and ‘using sound science responsibly’. Several of the Committee on Climate 
Change principles also align with IBioIC activity, namely ‘use climate investments to support 
economic recovery and jobs’; ‘tackle the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on climate change’; ‘embed 
fairness as a core principle’; and , ‘ensure the recovery does not lock-in greenhouse gas 
emissions or increased risk’.   

IBioIC was pleased to see the inclusion of 'sustainable green growth' as one of six areas for 
action in the Scottish Government’s response to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery 
report, published 5 August 2020.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The growth of biotechnology as part of the delivery of a green recovery will help Scotland 
begin the transition from an economy largely built on fossil fuels to one which is cleaner and 
fit for the future. Challenges around a green recovery will include adjusting traditional ways 
of working; this includes the move away from using petrochemicals as the main source of our 
energy and chemicals. The biobased economy can become the main source, if it is 
supported.  

An additional challenge may arise where environmentally friendly technological solutions 
come at a higher price point, including the implementation period, than traditional methods. 
However, a green recovery will help the transition to a greener economy, which must be done 
to address the current challenges posed by climate change.  

 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

IBioIC accepts that a green recovery will mean that certain industries in Scotland will need to 
adapt and pivot to the future. If we are to move away from petrochemicals and expand the 
biotechnology sector, it is crucial to ensure that no-one is left disadvantaged. This means 
creating new jobs, training and re-training people, and ensuring the 
cost of living, including products and energy, doesn’t rise as the move away from 
petrochemicals takes place. Biobased manufacturing shares many skills associated with 
traditional chemical manufacturing – particularly in process engineering – but it does need 
supportive policy to achieve the transition. This would enable existing 
companies and people who are dependent on chemical engineering to pivot towards this 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/blueprint-scotlands-wellbeing-economy/
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new sector with ease, providing support is given in the form of skills and technology 
development.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

IBioIC would like to see continued support from Scottish Government towards building the 
bioeconomy. Part of this support would be future financial support through the newly 
established Scottish National Investment Bank, in the form of grants for SMEs (all 
industries) looking to invest in biobased manufacturing, as well as access to funding for 
companies of all sizes in Scotland who will invest in biotechnology. By ensuring all industries 
can access funding or grants, this will encourage the uptake of cleaner technology. By 
ensuring everyone has access to innovation, this means no one industry will be left behind.  

Additionally, we would like to see the allocation of resources for investment in infrastructure 
to support the creation of biorefineries. In order to grow a scalable biobased low-carbon 
industry in Scotland, companies need support to transition from R&D into manufacturing. This 
is crucial element of a sustainable recovery that will support the success of the biobased 
economy.    

General response 

The Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Centre (IBioIC) is a networking and support 
organisation that connects industry, academia and government to bring biotechnology 
processes and products to the global market. It does this by offering scale-up facilities, talent 
development, funding provision, and promotion of Scotland’s unique assets.  

IBioIC was established in 2014 to fulfil the aims of the National Plan for Industrial 
Biotechnology to grow a £900 million biotechnology industry in Scotland by 2025. 
Biotechnology uses plant-based and waste resources to produce or process materials, 
chemicals and energy, offering green and sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels in everything 
from energy, to medicines and food packaging.  

IBioIC supports over 130 companies, 50 research projects, and works with 18 Scottish 
universities and research institutes. IBioIC is hosted by the University of Strathclyde in 
Glasgow’s Innovation District.  

http://www.ibioic.com/

